HORTH MOUNTJOY SOUARE

=T i F
" Bty ey, = ¢ 2,
i & W B 7 i 1)
——- ar =i : o i !
j—— pem— | Ftsaes Gty Busing )
§-_ L e P ¥ ~
8 . o B i) ol
i I wapera _I . i
= 57 L
8 -
: N ¥ : L
I\I ‘.}\ £ =
e e ==, ¢
il ‘.r"" 0 =5
S Y 2o
e, i ]
LT

o - g ] e 2
S . = Tl |
'WEST MOUNTIOY SOUARE

L
i
LS *l\
o
i
o i E
E
L B
T,
o=
i

Mountjoy Square Masterplan 1998
NJBA with Bridget Fitzgerald artist
DIT NOW Programme
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Envie | Imperative - Reclaiming the Park
The biggest impadimant to use of the Perk has been its extensiva bushes. While
environmentally they appear quits attractiva, thay shieid and isclate whole
sections of the Park. Thae realily is a series of unsafe places which the local
community hesitate to use, The NOW particip decided i diately that all the
bushes and ground cover must be removad.
Cartain aspects of the park have also becoma associated with one sort of activity,
This heavily restricted potential or more general community activities.
From thase two main issues came the decision to infroduce a clearing at the heart
of the Park as a symbol of regrowih. This space would become the ceniral aclivity
araa of the Park allowing full ty participation and Instead of
fencas and hedges this area is defined by a low undulating berm lopped by
Robinia, Honey Locust or Silver Birch, (The final decisions in reiation fo ail planting
will be made at community level]. The clearing in conjunction with the buliding will
becoma a placa of calebration for the community. Lighting masts locatad along
the top of tha berm will bath illuminate the space and provide a hanging space for
banners to be produced by the local children each year.
The problematic area of the toilets has been removed in favour of a garden of
contemplation. The completed garden would contain a reflecting pond with an
eternal flame, a meadow and herb garden giving forth a perfume ta the space.
Walls would be covared in virginia creeper and would have small pockets for

, prayers or

% Project Sunflowar

The Sunflower Project suggested hera involves an educalion programme through
which children from the community will actively learn about plants, by sowing
seedlings and caring for the new growth. In addition to environmental information,
available in the new building, information plagues would be erecled arcund the
park, so that the children can axplora the largar reaim of nature. To support the-
Sunflower project it is suggested that space in the community bullding will be
devoted to information panels and other facilities.
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ﬁ After Schools Praject

The After Schools Project shares the existing building in the Park, with the Samba
Band and the Football Coaching Project. The new facilities suggested here
include an expanded space close to and embracing the play areas. The After
schools space would have the benefit of being educational located close to the

y and it areas.
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Samba Band -

In similar circumstances to the After Schools Project, the Samba Band shares the
existing building. As a generator of community action through art & music, the
Samba band can play a very imp part in the ity o of
Meounijoy Square through the cutward expression of that community, In order to
provida for and other ity events it is suggesiad that the
rehearsal / performance room will accur centrally in the building having two
frontages: one lo tha intamnal organisation and the other to the extemal
environmant of the Park,
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Coaching Project

Tha vaiue of the Coaching Project cannot be underestimated. Sport can be of
greal significance to young people, and whila il appears hat the specialised piay
areas have bsen removed, it is only in favour of grassed play areas. Game zones
will be available In tha cantral area under a new managemant plan, marked out as
required by temporary markings.

[+ ity Imp ive - The Ci i

It is obvious that the revitalised building becomes central o the activifies of the
reclaimed park. This scheme does nol attempt 1o solve every single community
action plan. Inslead it seeks to provide a flexible and adaptable structure which
can be used by the various community groups for meeling, education, relaxation
and cultural pursuits, This is a new town hall, a new theaire, a new ar centre, a
new school. It must be all things 1o all people. This suggested model is merely
the baginning of what will be the community's own placa.
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Parspective of New Entrance to Community Building

Perspective of Play Area to New Comminity Building
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